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COURSE INFORMATION 
 
Prerequisites: Integrated Ag Biology (Recommended)  Grade level: All Agriculture Students 
 
This Course Fulfills: 

 DSHS Life Science 
 UC “g” Elective Credit 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This course provides information, activities, and skills in the areas of scientific method, classification 
systems, mammalian production, production management, health care, anatomy, physiology, 
reproduction, nutrition, mitosis, meiosis, respiration and genetics.  Emphasis is placed on mammals that 
are most important to human culture.  Homework varies by unit, but averages about one assignment per 
week. Some of the potential course topics include: 
 

 ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY 
 Nervous System 
 Skeletal System 
 Muscular System 
 Circulatory System 
 Respiratory System 
 Endocrine System 
 Digestive System  
 Reproductive System 

 ANIMAL NUTRITION 
 ANIMAL HEALTH AND SANITATION 
 ANIMAL BEHAVIOR 

 

 LARGE ANIMALS 
 Sheep 
 Swine 
 Beef 
 Dairy 
 Horse 

 SMALL ANIMALS 
 Fish 
 Chickens 
 Guinea Pigs/Cavies 
 Rabbits 
 Dogs 

 

FFA and Supervised Agriculture Experience Programs (SAEP) participation is required and graded. 
Additionally, students will have the unique prospect of developing premier leadership, personal growth 
and career success through the opportunities offered in the National FFA Organization.  There are 
currently over 500,000 students taking advantage of these opportunities around the United States, 
including over 66,000 of those in the State of California. 
 
COURSE PERFORMANCE OBJECTIVES 
 
The Student will: 

 Complete all projects and tasks with 100% effort. 
 Prepare documentation of basic records necessary in Animal Science. 
 Develop valuable leadership skills that will carry into the student’s adult life. 
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COURSE MATERIALS 
 
Student will provide: 

 2 ½” Preview Binder 
 5 subject tab dividers (FFA/SAE, Handouts, Labs, Tests, Notes) 
 Necessary writing utensils (Blue/Black Pens, Pencils, Highlighters) 

 
STUDENT EXPECTATIONS & GUIDELINES 
 

 Turn in all assignments on time. 
 Students are to be in the classroom when the tardy bell rings.  Failure to do so will result in a 

tardy. 
 All personal grooming items are to remain in student’s backpack. 
 Hats, Cell Phones, iPods, and other electronic devices are to remain in the student’s backpack 

turned off during class time. 
 Food, drinks and gum stay outside the door, or in the trash.  Water is permitted. 
 EXPECTED BEHAVIOR 

BE COURTEOUS BE ACCOUNTABLE  BE RESPECTFUL
 
*Note: At the least, failure to comply with any of the above expectations will result in the loss of daily 
participation points.   

*3 Strikes Rule: 1st strike = Call home w/warning; 2nd strike = Parent conference; 3rd strike = Removal 
from class. 

*Other disciplinary steps will follow the Davis Senior High School Student Policy Manual. 
 
COURSE GRADING PROCEDURES 
 
50% Coursework (This includes Assigned Projects, Class work, Student Binder)** 

- To earn the full 50%: The student must complete each assignment according to oral and written 
expectations.  As this class relies heavily on experiential learning there is not much outside of 
class homework.  Thus, missing class and not completing coursework can weigh heavily on a 
students grade. 

15% Quizzes, Tests and Exams** 
- To earn the full 15%: The student needs to be present on all exam dates and pass each exam 

with 100%.   
15% Daily Participation 

- To earn the full 15%: The student should attend class regularly and engage 99% of the time in 
all classroom activities.  No participation affects coursework and exam scores immensely. 

20% FFA/SAE 
- To earn the full 20%: The student must attend a minimum of 3 FFA events per semester, have 

plans for some sort of Agriculture Experience Project, and adequately maintain an FFA Record 
Book. 

 
** Late work for unexcused/excused absences will only be accepted at specific times during each quarter.  

Any unexcused/late work is worth 70% of its original total.  It is the students’ responsibility to collect 
any necessary materials regarding late work, excused or unexcused. 

 
GRADING SCALE 
 
A = 100% - 90% B = 89.9% - 80% 

 
C = 79.9% - 70% 

 
D = 69.9% - 60% 

 
F < 60%

Grades are weighted according to the scale outlined under Course Grading Procedures and 
entered according to the above Grading Scale.  Though extra credit is offered periodically 
through a semester it should be dually noted that it should not be thought of as an ulterior method 
of intentionally boosting a letter grade higher than it’s original earnings. 
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BY SIGNING BELOW I ACKNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTAND THE ATTACHED SYLLABUS AND WILL 
ABIDE BY THE GUIDELINES THAT ARE EXPECTED IN THE AGRICULTURE MECHANICS I COURSE 

SYLLABUS, WITH MR. ERMIS, AND THE DAVIS SR. HIGH SCHOOL AGRICULTURE 
DEPARTMENT. 

 

 
ASSIGNMENT # 1 
 
**TURNING THIS COMPLETED FORM IN BY 9/5/2008 IS WORTH 5 POINTS OF REGULAR CREDIT** 
 

 
 

THE AGRICULTURE EDUCATION 3-RING MODEL 
 
 

Student Parent 
Name:___________________________________ Name:_____________________________________ 

Signature:________________________________ Signature:__________________________________ 

Date:_____________________ Date:_____________________ 

Phone:___________________________________ Phone:_____________________________________ 

E-mail:__________________________________ E-mail:____________________________________ 

Address:_____________________________________ 
               

               _____________________________________ 

- FFA - 
Leadership 

- SAE - 
Practical 

- Classroom - 
Theory 


