Name:____________________________________
Date:_______________

Ranch Name:_______________________________
Period:_____________

Homework: Choosing a Breed
Worth 10 pts completed
1. Selecting A Breed

· Consider again the different choices for breeds of cattle. Which breeds have wider commercial acceptance? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Which breeds have less commercial acceptance but are widely used in the show ring due to phenotypical advantages?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Based on your answers to the questions above and your own personal preference, select a focus breed for your virtual ranch and list it here:__________________

· Why did you select this breed?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Working Your Cattle

· Spend some time moving your cattle around between different pastures and holding pens available to you (be sure and separate adult cows from bulls to avoid unwanted pasture breeding). Take a moment to look at the different rations and options available to you for your cattle in each location. What are some benefits of pasture grazing your cattle?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· What are some of the benefits of separate holding pens?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Select rations for your cattle, being sure to take note of the cost of different feeds. What are you feeding your cows? ______________ Your bulls? ______________

· Why did you make these selections?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Managing Your Finances

· Based on the rations you have chosen for your cattle, what do you estimate the daily cost of running your ranch to be? ______________

· Keeping in mind the length of this project and your starting balance, set up a budget for your ranch that includes the following expenses: Daily Feeding, Daily Showing (for one cow), Purchase of A Show Cow, Purchase of A Show Steer, Breeding Costs (for your show cow—include the cost of semen and the “V-CIDR” implant for bringing your cow into heat). Do this on the back.
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